
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 21, 2015 
 
Over the past year Immanuel has focused on the question of becoming an Open and Affirming congregation 
within the United Church of Christ.  After a series of gatherings which included looking at Biblical perspectives 
on sexuality and sexual identity, providing safe space for open conversation and dialogue, and a time for 
reflection and discernment, Immanuel hosted two congregational meetings (May 3 and 17) to determine the 
question of adopting Open and Affirming status. 
 
The requirements for congregational meetings and vote include a quorum of at least 100 members and at least 
two-thirds (2/3rds) of the members present to vote YES in order to affirm adopting Open and Affirming status.  
260 members were registered for the combined meetings to satisfy a quorum.  We are pleased to announce that 
the decision to become an Open and Affirming congregation was approved by 210 YES votes or 85.7% of the 
245 votes that were cast, more than satisfying the requirement of a two-thirds (2/3rds) majority.   
   
Becoming an Open and Affirming congregation is an ongoing reminder to us and a declaration to others that 
everyone is welcome here, everyone loved, everyone cherished by God.  Our public stance with regard to 
openness to all is just one way we affirm the greatness of God’s love. 
 
We understand there are those who struggled with our desire to become Open and Affirming and by virtue of 
their faith and conscience could not affirm this measure.  The same standard of God’s love embraces you.    
This is a congregation seeking to live out the great message of inclusion and love regardless of differing views.  
We will continue to model that love and inclusion for everyone in all we say and do. 
 
Throughout the next year our Open and Affirming team will continue to seek ways to interpret and guide our 
congregation’s fullest sense of inclusion so that all those who are seeking God might discover the wholeness  
of that love and grace. 
 
We want to thank the ONA team as well the members of Immanuel who took time to learn, engage, share, 
question, think and pray over this decision.  May God continue to richly bless and empower us to be and do  
the work of Jesus Christ in the world. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
 
 
Richard A. Kratz      Gene T. Waltz  
President       ONA Team Chairman 
 
 
 
 
Donna (Kate) Conrad      Dale Davis and Megan Huesgen 
Consistory Representative                Pastors           


